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THE PATRIOT ACT SHOULD MATTER TO OKLAHOMANS

ByActing AssistantAttorney GeneralJohnC. Richter

We haveall seenthe devastationcausedby actsof terrorism. Congressenactednew laws
in thewakeof two of the worst tragediesin U.S. history the OklahomaCity bombingon April
19, 1995,andthe al Qaedaterroristattacksof September11, 2001 to helplaw enforcement
detectanddisruptanyterroristthreatto our citizens. Fromfirsthandexperienceas a feder&
prosecutor,1 can tell youthatwe needtheselaws. Theyhavemadeour countrysaferwhile
preservingthe civil libertiesthat we, as Americans,hold so dear.

As part of theOklahomateamtaskedwith respondingto the September11 attacks,I saw
nationalsecurityissuesfacing this statethatmakerenewalthis yearof theUSA PATRIOTAct
socritical. As we nowknow from his guilty plea,ZacariasMoussaouiwas hand-pickedby
UsamaBin Ladento cometo the UnitedStatesto bepart of aconspiracyto usean airplaneas a
weaponof massdestruction. Moussaouicompleteda portionof his flight trainingherein
Oklahoma,andhadat leastoneassociatein the state.

Of course,since9/11, threatsfrom internationalterrorismhavenot beenuniqueto
Oklahoma. My currentresponsibilitiesinclude supervisingtheCounterterrorismSectionatthe
JusticeDepartment,I seethethreatsandthe accompanyinginvestigationsfrom a national
perspective.We havechargedover375 defendantswith offensesarisingfrom international
terrorisminvestigationsandhaveobtainedmorethan 200 convictions. In so doing,however,the
JusticeDepartmenthasconstantlybeenchallengedto know moreto ensurethat we do not missa
leador fail to connecta dot in theeffort to preventanddisruptwould-beterrorists. I seehow all
thelaw enforcementandintelligencetools of the PATRIOT Act remainindispensableto doing
ourbest in this fight. And, of course,I seehow hardworkingpublic servants,eachof whom has
takenanoathto upholdtheConstitutionandall the laws of the UnitedStates,work everydayto
protectuswhile ensuringthat our civil libertiesremainintact.

Thesetools protectusnot only from internationalthreatsbut alsofrom domestic
predators.Forexample,recentlya womanin Missouri,who was eight monthspregnant,was
foundstrangledin herhome. Herunborndaughterhadbeencut from herwomb andwas
missing. Policeofficers foundanexchangefrom anInternetmessageboardbetweenthevictim
andsomeonecallingherselfDarleneFischer. Sheaskedthe victim for directionsto herhouseto
meeton the samedaythe murderoccurred. UsingSection212 of theUSA PATRIOTAct,
federallaw enforcementauthoritieswereableto traceFischer’smessagesto a serverin Kansas,
find heremail address,andthentraceit to herhouse. Fischer,whoserealnameturnedout to be
LisaMontgomery,wasarrestedandsubsequentlyconfessed.Thebabygirl was foundalive less
than24 hoursafterhermotherhadbeenfoundmurdered.



This is but oneof manycompellingexamples.Other tools in the Act havebeenusedto
obtainrecordsof electroniccommunicationsto takedown largerings of child molesters,to
respondto abomb threatat ahigh school,andto respondto athreatto burndown a mosque.

Since 1870,theDepartmentofJusticehasstoodas a bulwark againstcriminalsand
threatswithin ourborderswhile upholdingthe civil libertiesweall hold dear. With the real
internationalanddomesticsecuritythreatswe facetoday,we needthesePATRIOTAct tools.
Renewed,thisAct, free of conjectureandhyperbole,will servethe Americanpeoplewell. As
Oklahomanswho haveseenthedevastationofterrorismuncheckedfirsthand,I urgeyour
supportof the PATRIOT Act.


